IN THE CLAIMS 



1 . (Currently Amended) A communication method for limitino transmission rate of 
transmitting data being transmitted from a server to a requesting computer, said 
method comprising steps of: 

receivina . at a server from a requesting computer, a request for a specified data 
item at tho s e rv ef, the specified data item to be delivered in its entirety prior to being 
accessed bv the reguestino computer : 

receiving, at the serve r from the requesting computerT in conjunction with 
receiving the request for the specified data item, a speed indication signal at the serv e r 
from th o roquooting computer, whoro i n the cpo o d ind i cat i on signa l compr i ses that 
comprises an indicated speed of transmission specifying a maximum transmission rate 
to be used in transmitting ef the specified data Item from the server to the reguestinq 
computer : and 

transmitting the specified data item from the server to the reguestino computer, 
the transmitting comprising limiting , bvthe server, an average rate of transmission while 
sending ef at least a portion of the specified data Item across a data link from the server 
to the requesting computer to be not greater than the Ind l catod spo o d conta i ned 
maximum transmission rate represented vtfithin the speed Indication slanal received 
from the requesting computer , wherein the indlcntnd np oo d maximum transmission rate 
is less than the data rate of the data link and less than the data rate capacity of the 
requesting computer. 

2. (Currently Amended) A communication method according to claim 1 in which the 
l imit i ng transmittinq step comprises substeps of: 

determining , at the server in response to receiving the speed Indication signal, a 
block size based at least on the indicated speed of transmission av o rago tranom l ss i on 

determining , at the server in response to receiving the speed indication signal, a 
period based at least on the Indicated soeed of transmission avorago tranomiss i on rat e, 
wherein the period is longer than the period required to transmit the block size at the 



BC9-99-044 



2 



09/497,836 



data rate of the data link; and 

transmitting , from the server in response to receiving the speed indication signal, 
a plurality of blocks of data, each of the blocks having the block size and being 
transmitted at intervals substantially equal to the period. 

3. (Previously Presented) A communication method according to claim 1, further 
comprising steps of: 

accessing a remote computer indicated in an address included in the request, 
wherein the remote computer is not one of the server and the requesting computer; and 
receiving, at the server, the specified data item from the remote computer. 

4. {Previously Presented) A communication method according to claim 1 further 
comprising steps of reading the specified data item from a memory associated with the 
server. 

5. (Cancelled) 

6. (Currently Amended) A communication system for transmitting data from a 
server to a requesting compute r, the communication svstem comprising: 

a means for receiving , at a server from a reauestina computer, a request for a 
specified data item at th o s e rv e r , the specified data item to be delivered in its entirety 
prior to being accessed bv the reauestina computer ; 

a means for receivino from the reauestina computerT in conjunction with 
receiving the request for the specified data item, a speed indication signal at tho server 
from tho rcquooting computor, whoroin tho spood ind i cat i on s i gna l compr i ses that 
comprises an indicated speed of transmission soecifvina a maximum transmission rate 
to be used in transmitting ef the specified data item from the server to the requesting 
computer ; and 

a means for Umjfee transmitting the specified data item from the server to the 
requesting computer, wherein the means for transmitting limits, at the server, an 
average rate while sending ef transmission of at least a portion of the specified data 
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item across a data link from tlie server to tlie requesting computer to be not greater 
than the i ndicat e d spood conta i n e d maximum transmission rate represented witlnin tine 
speed indication signal received from the requesting computer , wherein the i nd i cat e d 
speed- maximum transmission rate is less than the data rate of the data Wnk and less 
than the data rate capacity of the requesting computer. 

7. (Currently Amended) A communication system according to claim 6 in which the 
lim i t in g transmitting means comprises: 

a means for determining , at the server in response to receiving the speed 
indication signal, a block size based at least on the indicated s peed of 



a means for determining , at the server in response to receiving the speed 
indication signal, a period based at least on the indicated speed of tran smissionavefa^e 
transmipsion rate, wherein the period is longer than the period required to transmit the 
block size at the data rate of the data link; 

a means for transmitting , from the server in response to receiving the speed 
indication signal, a plurality of blocks of data, each of the blocks having the block size 
and being transmitted at intervals substantially equal to the period. 

8. (Previously Presented) A communication system according to claim 6, further 
comprising: 

a means for accessing a remote computer indicated in an address included in 
the request, wherein the remote computer is not one of the server and the requesting 
computer; and 

a means for receiving, at the server, the first specified data item from the remote 
computer. 

9. (Previously Presented) A communication system according to claim 6 further 
comprising means for reading the specified data item from a memory associated with 
the server computer. 
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10. (Cancelled) 



11. {Currently Amended) A computer readable medium containing programming 
instructions for data communication comprising programming instructions for: 

receiving , at a server from a requesting computer, a request for a specified data 



accessed bv the requesting computer : 

receiving^ at the serve r from the requesting computer y in conjunction with 
receiving the request for the specified data item, a speed indication signal at tho serv e r 
from tho roqu o sting computer, whoro i n the spood i nd i cat i on signal compr i sos that 
comprises an indicated speed of transmission specifvinq a maximum transmission rate 
to be used in transmitting o f the specified data item from the server to t he requesting 
computer : and 

transmitting the specified data item from the server to the req uesting computer, 
the transmitting comprising limiting , bvthe server, an average rate of transmission while 
sending ef at least a portion of the specified data item across a data link from the server 
to the requesting computer to be not greater than the i ndicated spo o d cont a in e d 
maximum transmission rate represented within the speed indication signal received 
from the requesting computer , wherein the i ndicnt n d spoed maximum transmission rate 
is less than the data rate of the data link and less than the data rate capacity of the 
requesting computer. 

12. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium according to claim 11 
wherein the programming instruction for l i miting comprisos transmitting comprise 
programming instructions for: 

dfitftrmininq . at the server in response to receiving the speed indicati on signal, a 
block size based at least on the indicated speed of tra n smissionavoraqo transmission 




determining , at the server in response to receiving the speed indication signal, a 
period based at least on the indicated speed of tran smissionavorago transm i ooion rate , 
wherein the period is longer than the period required to transmit the block size at the 



item at th e 



F, the specified data item to be delivered in its entirety prior to being 
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data rate of the data link; and 

transmitting , from the server in response to receiving the speed indication signal. 
a plurality of blocks of data, each of the blocks having the block size and being 
transmitted at intervals substantially equal to the period. 

13. (Previously Presented) A computer readable medium according to claim 11, 
further comprising programming instructions for: 

accessing a remote computer indicated in an address included in the request, 
wherein the remote computer is not one of the server and the requesting computer; and 
receiving, at the server, the first specified data item from the remote computer. 

14. (Previously Presented) A computer readable medium according to claim 11, 
further comprising programming instructions for reading the specified data item from a 
memory associated with the server computer. 

15. (Cancelled) 

16. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1, wherein the indicated 
speed is not related to a speed that is associated with the specified data item. 

17. (Previously Presented) The communication system of claim 6, wherein the 
indicated speed is not related to a speed that is associated with the specified data item. 

18. (Previously Presented) The computer readable medium according to claim 11, 
wherein the indicated speed is not related to a speed that is associated with the 
specified data item. 

19. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , further comprising: 
receiving at the server, from the requesting computer, a new speed indication 

signal containing a new indicated speed, the new speed indication signal being 
received subsequently to the receiving the request and during the transmitting the 
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specified data itenri GubGoquont l vto li mit i ng tho av o rago rat o of transm i ssion ; and 

adiustinq timjtiftg. in response to receiving the new speed indication signal, the 
average rate of transmission while continuing the transmitting the specified data item o f 
at loost a portion of th o spoc i f i od data i t e m across a data l i nk to th o roguost i ng 
comput e r to be not greater than the new indicated speed contained within the new 
speed indication signal, wherein the new indicated speed is less than the data rate of 
the data link and less than the data rate capacity of the requesting computer. 

20. (New) The method according to claim 1 , wherein the maximum transmission rate 
comprises a specification of a maximum data transmission rate. 

21. (New) The method according to claim 3, wherein the server comprises a dial-up 
server. 
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